MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PEMBROKE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, PEMBROKE ON THURSDAY 2" OCTOBER 2025

Present:
Councillors:
G Jones (Mayor), J Grimes, D Evans, K Nicholas, L Herring (Virtual),
L Jenkins, L Asman, C Collins, D Willington, D Bush and
A Mortenson
In attendance:
Suzie Thomas (Town Clerk)
Jayne Howes (Assistant Town Clerk)
Rob James (Mayor’s Chaplain)

Guest Speakers Mr Peter Howe of Pembrokeshire County Council and Mr Andrew
Lewis of Natural Resources Wales to give Council update of the “Pembroke River
Project”

Mr Peter Howe, opened the presentation:

As you know we started looking in detail at the Mill Pond due to the excessive mass of Algae in 2020. The
issue being visual appearance and the Odor, and possibly an indication of climate change.
We are here this evening to give you an update and some recent results we would like to share with you in

the first instance, which while is early days, with a lot of unknowns, looks encouraging.

In 2020, we had very little data of quality and flows and thankfully had the best support through Sid Howells
who led a citizen science project, to obtain the needed data, with a number of willing volunteers, made up
of local residents.

The scenario was problematic as we could not flush it due to destroying a freshwater habitat, which is full
of freshwater fish, and the nutrient impact then being sent down the Haven.

We cannot desilt the pond due to the costs 3 years ago estimated at £1.1m, so the management decision
was taken to manually remove the Algae and the reeds, while looking at river enhancement upstream.

We required greater support from key stakeholders and set up a partnership approach made up of
Pembrokeshire County Council, Pembroke Town Council, West Wales Rivers Trust, National Resources
Wales, Wildlife Trust South and West Wales, Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, Dwr Cymru,
Pembrokeshire Nature Partnership and Milford Haven Port Authority, and are grateful to all.

Due to the citizen science project, we looked as far upriver as Manobier Newton. We identified a very
obliging and committed landowner who was willing for us to develop a pilot project on his land in 2024. |
will now hand you onto my colleague in NRW Andrew Lewis who will detail the Pilot project but also phase
2 of the proposal.

This was followed by a very interesting PowerPoint presentation from Mr Andrew Lewis who explained in

depth of the project that had been completed and also the next phase of the project which had already
started.
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Further to a discussion, Council thanked both for their attendance and update on the
project

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE/ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Apologies received from Councillors R Blackburn, A Brinn and D Willcocks, C
Archibald
Declaration of Interest received from Councillor Collins

QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC (MAX 10
MINS)

No Members of the public present

TO SIGN AND CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF
THURSDAY 4" SEPTEMBER 2025

The Minutes of the 4" September 2025 were accepted as an accurate record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

A)

B)

C)

D)

Quotation on new fixing for gate at Green Play Park

The Clerk informed the Council that efforts are ongoing to secure a welder to
inspect and assess the gate in question. The Clerk would update when further
progress had been made.

Reply from Licensing Department at Pembroke County Council

The Clerk read out a reply she had received from the Licensing Department at
Pembrokeshire County Council. Unfortunately, an error had been made in
disclosing Pembroke Town Council’s objections for the application for the Diner in
Pembroke, to which apologies were given. The Clerk also asked if it would be
possible to send all new applications to the Council direct which effected
Pembroke. This was agreed even though there is no statutory obligation to do so
by Pembrokeshire County Council.

Quotation for Window film for Skylights in Main Hall

As requested, the Clerk sought three quotations for the installation of anti-glare film
on the Town Hall skylights. Only one quotation was received, amounting to
£1,368.00 for the supply & installation of ten skylights. Following discussion, the
Council resolved to accept the quotation and proceed with the installation.

New Builds North/Mill Pond Wildlife Corridor

Following on from previous discussions, the Clerk expressed thanks to Councillor
Jenkins for providing historical information regarding the corridor in question. The
Clerk then read out the detailed response received from Pembrokeshire County
Council. After consideration, the Council concluded that, despite the thorough
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nature of the reply, it did not adequately address the concerns raised. Following on
from this, it was resolved that no further action could be taken.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

25/0501/PA

Proposal: Construction and operation of a micro energy storage project

Site Address: Verge at St Daniels Hill and St Daniels Drive, Pembroke, SA71
4FD

Following a discussion Council would object to the above application for the
following reasons:

. Visual Impact: The proposed development was deemed to be visually
incongruous and not in keeping with the character and appearance of the
surrounding area.

. Traffic Concerns: Members expressed significant concern regarding the
placing of this storage unit due to the frequent movement of petroleum tankers along
the affected road, which may pose safety and environmental risks should an
accident occur.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

25/0295/PA

Proposal: Part demolition of boundary wall and formation of new vehicular
access

Site Address: 3 BRIDGEND Terrace, Pembroke, SA71 4LG

Decision: Refused

25/0016/PA

Proposal: Construction of 5 detached residential dwelling houses with private
shared drive

Site Address: Land adjacent to “The Crest”, Golden Hill, Pembroke, SA71 4SZ
Decision: Refused

The above was noted by Council
LICENSING

None received.

TO CONSIDER THE LIST OF ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

187 | SSE Energy Solutions Electricity £1,296.34

188 | Halsted DIY Ltd Box of Gloves £19.96
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189 | Wages Week ending 1.9.25 £905.81
190 | Total Tech Ltd Minimum remote support £14.00
191 | Ocon Fire and Security Itd Servicing Alarm System £65.00
192 | Grandiflora Garden Centre USPF Funding/PCC * £1,000
193 | Total Tech Ltd Broadband, Fibre and Phone £55
194 | British Gas Business Gas 2.8.25-1.9.25 £9.30
195 | British Gas Business Electricity 10.7.25 - 9.8.25 £182.08
196 | Wages Week ending 8.9.25 £906.01
197 | HMRC TAX/NI £1,634.86
198 | Wages Week ending 15.9.25 £957.27
199 | Signspeed Additional eyelets for St Michaelmas £60.00
banner (to be claimed back from
Showmen's Guild) *
200 | Carmarthenshire County Council Pension August £1,949.70
201 | Whaleco UK Ltd 2 elf costumes £15.00
202 | Amazon Pembrokeshire Coast: Discovering £25.90
the Coastal Path
203 | Amazon Wall mounted table drop-leaf folding £23.99
laptop shelf
204 | Alpex Ltd Laptop £324.49
205 | Avern Cleaning Supplies Ltd Floor cleaning pads £21.66
206 | Farmfoods Coffee, milk and sugar £24.59
207 | Wages/Salaries Week ending 22.9.25 £4,048.82
208 | Westcoast Web Works Website and domain hosting for £125.00
www.pembroketownguide.org.uk
209 | Neil Thomas Compere and music for [ronman £200.00
210 | Tesco Refreshments for St Michaelmas £113.97
Fair*
211 | Fast Enjoyment Red Poppy Lest we Forget £8.32

Remembrance Day Flag

32




90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

Those marked * to be recovered.

It was proposed that the above schedule of payments was approved for
payment. All voted in favour.

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
None received
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
No correspondence received

MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS

10.9.25 | Neath Fair and Reception Neath 4.30pm Clir Jones
14.9.25 | Picnic Prayer and Praise Pembroke Castle 12.00 noon Clir Jones
14.9.25 | Civic Service/Reception St Mary's Church, Tenby | 9.30am Clir Jones
21.9.25 | Civic Service/Reception St Davids Cathedral 11.00am Clir Jones
26.9.25 | Johnston's Men Shed Johnston 10.00am Cllr Jones

The above was noted

AGENDA ITEMS

SOUTH QUAY DEVELOPMENT (COUNCILLOR BLACKBURN)
This item was deferred until the next meeting

TO REVIEW & APPROVE WELLBEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS POLICY
(SEE ATTACHED)

The Clerk provided Council with a copy of the updated Wellbeing of Future
Generations Policy. A review and discussion took place, where it was resolved to
accept the updated Policy.

TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE AUDIT COMPLETION FOR 2024/25 (IF
RETURNED)

The Clerk presented the completed Audit Report from Audit Wales to the Council.
Following a thorough review and discussion, the Council formally acknowledged its
contents, approved the findings, and extended sincere thanks to the staff for their
efforts throughout the audit process.
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TO REVIEW AND APPROVE UPDATED STANDING ORDERS (SEE ATTACHED)
The Clerk presented the Council with the updated Standing Orders, reflecting the
recent amendment to Section 8, Procedure C. Following a review and discussion, the
Council resolved to formally approve and adopt the revised Standing Orders.

TO DISCUSS THE WEBSITES FOR PEMBROKE MUSEUM AND PEMBROKE
TOWN TRAIL

The Clerk informed the Council that the invoice for hosting the above-mentioned
website had been received and was significantly higher than the amount paid by
Pembroke Town Council for their own website hosting. Following enquiries, it
was determined that switching to Pembroke Town Council’s hosting provider
would incur an upfront cost of £1,400. However, this initial expense would be
offset within three years, leading to substantial long-term savings.

After discussion, the Council resolved that the Clerk should contact the current
hosting provider to obtain data on website traffic and user engagement, and report
back once the figures are available. It was further resolved that the Pembroke
Museum website be transferred to the Council’s current hosting provider, with
associated costs to be covered from the Museum’s budget.

CHRISTMAS OPENING/CLOSING TIMES/CHRISTMAS DINNER

The Clerk informed the Council that the Town Hall will close on Friday, 19th
December, and reopen on Monday, 5th January. During this period, the annual
Pantomime is scheduled to take place on Saturday, 3rd January. Additionally,
following further discussion, the Clerk was requested to enquire about the availability
of the Kings Arms Hotel for hosting the Council’s Christmas Dinner on Friday, 28th
November.

NJC PAYSCALES - INCREASE BY 3.2% FROM 15T APRIL 2025

The Clerk advised the Council that the National Joint Council (NJC) Pay Scales for
2025 have now been formally ratified. The revised scales include a 3.2% salary
increase, effective retroactively from 1st April 2025. After due consideration, the
Council unanimously resolved to adopt the updated NJC Pay Scales.

THE STATE OF THE FOOTPATHS AROUND THE MILLPONDS (COUNCILLOR
ASMAN)

Councillor Asman informed Council that the footpaths around Pembroke are in a
shocking state. | would particularly draw attention to the footpath around the base of
the Castle from South Quay to the Monkton Bridge. When | first moved to Pembroke
over 20 years ago, | drew attention to the bad state of this footpath, which not only is
subsiding but has many trip hazards above a 15 foot drop with no safety fencing to
prevent a fall. Very little has been done and, now that my mobility is impaired, | am
even more conscious about the dangers.

Council’s concerns about the poor state of the Main Millpond Walk and also Morgan’s
Way have been included in a bid for funding from the possible LUF funding.

34



102.

But this should not be dependent on an LUF bid — this is a matter of public safety and
| propose a strongly worded letter to the Chief Executive putting forward our demand
that our footpaths be repaired as a matter of urgency.

Following a lengthy discussion, Councillor Grimes, volunteered to compile a
report of the area in question, and present his findings to Pembrokeshire
County Council, with a hope of making improvements.

CONSERVATION AREA CONCERNS (COUNCILLOR ASMAN)

Councillor Asman informed the Council that Pembroke Main Street lies within the
designated Pembroke Conservation Area. Accordingly, there are established
guidelines governing the external appearance of buildings, including colour schemes,
signage, and overall aesthetic standards. Unfortunately, these regulations are not
currently being upheld.

Collectively, these developments contribute to a visual impact that is inconsistent with
the character and standards expected within a conservation area.

Following a lengthy discussion, the Clerk informed Council that one report had already

been made to the Conservation department of Pembrokeshire County Council, and
the timescale was 12 weeks, however it was resolved to write to them again.
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